Growth and antigenic characteristics of basal cell carcinoma in culture.
Basal cell carcinomas (BCCs) were cultured using an explant method and compared with normal cultured skin. Immunohistochemical staining revealed reduced beta 2 microglobulin uptake by BCCs in frozen section, but normal staining of the tumours in culture. In culture, fibronectin was detected on the cell surface of normal keratinocytes but not on BCCs. The above differences may explain some of the behaviour of BCCs in vivo.